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APPENDIX, as a separation of interests and feelings, sufficient to pre-
vent excitement becoming general or dangerous.
"And here I cannot but refer to Mr. Elphinstone's
opinion on the subject, in his letter to Mr. Hyde Villiers
(given in the Political Appendix to the Report from the
Select Committee of the House of Commons on East-
India Affairs), as containing, in my judgment, sound and
practical views, which, I am sorry, have not been allowed
more weight in framing the bill than has apparently been
granted to them.
" Again, the patronage of the chief appointments
ought, I presume, to go with the responsibility which it
is proposed to vest in the governor-general. This,
besides being a dangerous addition to the power and in-
fluence of that functionary, would go so much farther to
deprive the local governors of the consideration due to
their station in the public esteem, as added to the pro-
posed submission of the local armies to the authority of
the commander-in-chief in India, himself only subject to
the orders of the supreme government, would tend to
make those situations no longer objects of ambition to
men of high rank and character.
" Much, then, I must repeat, as I think it necessary to
bate a strong supreme government absolute, in times of
dauger, over every part of India, I yet cannot concur in
giving powers for ordinary times, so great as it is pro-
posed to give to any one individual or select body.
These powers would be efficient, in my opinion, in so
vast an empire, for nothing but evil, whether they created
an absolute dictatorship in the governor-general, by
placing him above all control from this country, or at
any rate able to render it nugatory, from being himself
tbc sole reporter of his acts; or whether his power should
be foiled, on experience, to be merely nominal, whilst
the local governments being relieved from home control